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our economy. It cannot be overstated
how significant a rail strike would be
to our national supply chain. With fall
harvest, particularly for my State,
that is a huge concern, and it is vitally
important that we avoid a rail strike.

On the energy front, North Dakota is
a huge provider of energy for this Na-
tion. So it is very important. Whether
it is our energy producers or energy
producers across this country, we need
to empower our domestic energy pro-
duction. We also need to get our debt
and deficit under control. We need to
help our farmers and ranchers produce
the highest quality, lowest cost food
supply in the world. We need to address
the supply chain issues that continue
to be disruptive to our economy and
create more inflation.

The Biden administration needs to
stop with the tax-and-spend agenda if
we are to get this inflation under con-
trol.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk proceeded to call the
roll.

Mr. HOEVEN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

VOTE ON PEKOSKE NOMINATION

Mr. HOEVEN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the vote
scheduled for 1:45 p.m. commence.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The question is, Will the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the Pekoske nomi-
nation?

Mr. HOEVEN. I ask for the yeas and
nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
called the roll.

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from North Dakota (Mr. CRAMER), the
Senator from Texas (Mr. CRUZ), the
Senator from Iowa (Ms. ERNST), the
Senator from Kansas (Mr. MORAN), and
the Senator from South Carolina (Mr.
SCOTT).

The result was announced—yeas 77,
nays 18, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 338 Ex.]

YEAS—T7
Baldwin Coons Kaine
Barrasso Cornyn Kelly
Bennet Cortez Masto Kennedy
Blumenthal Crapo King
Blunt Duckworth Klobuchar
Booker Durbin Leahy
Brown Feinstein Lujan
Burr Fischer Lummis
Cantwell Gillibrand Manchin
Capito Graham Markey
Cardin Grassley McConnell
Carper Hassan Menendez
Casey Heinrich Merkley
Cassidy Hickenlooper Murkowski
Collins Hirono Murphy
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Murray Sasse Tillis
Ossoff Schatz Toomey
Padilla Schumer Van Hollen
Peters Shaheen Warner
Portman Shelby Warnock
Reed Sinema Warren
Risch Smith Whitehouse
Romney Stabenow Wicker
Rosen Sullivan Wyden
Rounds Tester Young
Sanders Thune
NAYS—18

Blackburn Hawley Lee
Boozman Hoeven Marshall
Braun Hyde-Smith Paul
Cotton Inhofe Rubio
Daines Johnson Scott (FL)
Hagerty Lankford Tuberville

NOT VOTING—5
Cramer Ernst Scott (SC)

Cruz Moran

The nomination was confirmed.

(Mr. VAN HOLLEN assumed the
Chair.)

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. COR-
TEZ MASTO). Under the previous order,
the motion to reconsider is considered
made and laid upon the table. The
President will be immediately notified
of the Senate’s action and the Senate
will resume legislative session.

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

THE PRESIDING OFFICER. The
Senate will now resume legislative ses-
sion.

Mr. SCHUMER. I suggest the absence
of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

BUSINESS BEFORE THE SENATE

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
thank my colleagues from Oklahoma
and Nebraska for letting us go forward.

In a few moments, I will file cloture
on a measure that will get the Senate
to approve the Kigali Amendment to
the Montreal Protocol.

This important amendment, which
already has been agreed to by 120 coun-
tries, will affirm our Nation’s commit-
ment to curb the use of dangerous
hydrofluorocarbons, HFCs. These
hypertoxic chemicals are regularly
found, unfortunately, in everyday ap-
pliances from air conditioners to re-
frigerators.

In December of 2020, we passed the
AIM Act, which took a drastic step to
limit HFCs and was one of the most
significant climate accomplishments
ever, of course, until we passed the In-
flation Reduction Act a month ago.

HFCs need to be dealt with as soon as
possible because they are thousands—
thousands—of times more damaging to
our atmosphere than carbon dioxide.
So this is a very important oppor-
tunity for the Senate to make official
America’s intention to phase these
dangerous chemicals out of use.

Approving this amendment will re-
quire two-thirds of the Senate. Reduc-
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ing our country’s use of HFCs has been
a bipartisan priority in the past, so
both parties should work together to
accelerate passage of this measure.

Also, I will file on the nomination of
Judge Florence Pan to serve as a cir-
cuit court judge for the D.C. Circuit,
one of the most important judicial ap-
pointments we can make. After the Su-
preme Court, the D.C. Circuit Court of
Appeals is the most important Federal
court in the country with jurisdiction
over cases involving Congress and the
entire executive branch. The judges
who preside on the D.C. Circuit must
be individuals of high character, unas-
sailable qualifications.

A few months ago, we elevated some-
one who meets these standards when
confirming Michelle Childs to the
bench, and we intend to do it again
with Judge Pan’s nomination.

Looking ahead, confirming even
more of the President’s judicial nomi-
nees will be a priority for the Senate.

———

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
move to proceed to executive session to
consider Calendar No. 1067.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the nomination.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of Florence Y.
Pan, of the District of Columbia, to be
United States Circuit Judge for the
District of Columbia Circuit.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
send a cloture motion to the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 1067, Flor-
ence Y. Pan, of the District of Columbia, to
be United States Circuit Judge for the Dis-
trict of Columbia Circuit.

Charles E. Schumer, Christopher Mur-
phy, Tammy Baldwin, Tina Smith,
Christopher A. Coons, Elizabeth War-
ren, Jeanne Shaheen, Jeff Merkley,
Alex Padilla, Richard J. Durbin, Jack
Reed, Gary C. Peters, Edward J. Mar-
key, Sherrod Brown, Tim Kaine, Ben
Ray Lujan, Mazie K. Hirono.

—————

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
move to proceed to legislative session.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.
The motion was agreed to.
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